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www.dow.com/coating
Advancing performance. Accelerating change.

For more information, please contact us: Phone +64 9 276 7154

Expect

 Less is more with coating material
 innovations from Dow
Less sag, more flow
ACRYSOL™ Rheology Modifiers offer no drip sag resistance, excellent film build
and more applied hiding.
Less solvent, more solutions
MAINCOTE™ Emulsions help waterborne coatings go beyond traditional light
duty applications.
Less formaldehyde, more fresh air
FORMASHIELD™ Technology actively removes formaldehyde from indoor air.
Less mess, more clean
AVANSE™ Technology offers advanced dirt pick up resistance for longer lasting 
fresh painted look.
Less TiO2, more performance
EVOQUE™ Pre-composite Polymer Technology is a winner of the 2013 U.S. 
EPA Presidential Green Chemistry Challenge.
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BRUSHSTROKES 
EDITORIAL by Tom Hackney

As we have included the AGM in the 
scope of this issue, I can now write the 
Editorial under the title of President, 
a position I did not think I would 
be in again. I would like to take the 
opportunity of saying that I feel very 
privileged and proud to be President of 
SCANZ one more time as I did not say it 
very clearly, in my acceptance speech.  

I left a few things out really, outlining 
the time when I was President in 
2007/9 when the Association was in a 
grave position financially, most of us 
are well aware of the reasons for this, 
and the industry came to the rescue 
and has supported the Conference as 
it always does. The point I was trying 
very poorly to make was that it is the 
conferences which provide the revenue 
opportunities for the Association to 
keep providing the benefits for our 
members and we have to be very 
careful to ensure we have enough 
reserve funds without incurring the 
wrath of the IRD. 

Another, was to emphasise that I have 
been on the Committee for longer than 

Tom Hackney
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Brush Strokes Editorial
by Tom Hackney

Hello! And welcome to the May issue 
of Brush Strokes. I feel I should 
start with an apology for the late 
arrival of the Feb/March issue; it is 
always a delicate balance holding up 
publication and waiting to include 
important current information about 
our Association which you really need 
to know on time.

Our issue this month is Automotive 
Re-Finish Coatings and centres 
around the industry in general. 

Although we do have an opportunistic paper on Coil Coating by 
long-term member of our Association, Lou Gommans. Technical 
papers have been few and far between for this theme and we 
have a fleeting view of the industry, curtesy of Coatings World, 
from a US point of view. The industry is in very active shape, 
judging by the number of Panel Beaters around, with some paint 
products being made in NZ. An interesting article on Resene’s  
Durepox™, although not exactly automotive, carries our hopes 
and dreams for Team New Zealand’s Americas Cup Campaign. 
Peter’s “Painted Memories” recaptures some of the earlier 
moments in the industry, when we actually had an Automotive 
Coatings Industry active in NZ, and we have some more 

information on our Conference “Blue Planet” in Hawkes Bay, 
which is shaping up nicely thanks to the Conference organising 
team.

When you read this issue our Annual General Meeting will 
have been held and we have information and a copy of the 
minutes included. The reason for the delayed date was simply to 
accommodate the new Auditor. 

During the AGM I was extremely privileged to receive a Life 
Membership of the Association and I would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking the Committee and all of the Membership 
for this. I have been a member of OCCANZ/SCANZ and its 
Committee now for over 40 years and experienced first-hand 
many of the changes the Association has gone through over 
this time. I fully believe in the concepts of the Association and, 
although this will probably be the pinnacle, shall continue so as 
long as I can.

Once again thank you all, on behalf of the Brush Strokes Team, 
for reading this May issue of the magazine and for sending in 
pictures and information. The next theme is “Printing Inks” so 
please let us have any pertinent technical articles and industry 
information as soon as possible.

Tom Hackney, Editor

ed i tor ial
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I care to remember and have enjoyed 
almost every minute. It has been fun 
and challenging at times but rewarding 
also, and I can say that the decision 
to appoint Donna Vincent of Workz4U 
as Treasurer, Secretary and General 
Dogsbody some years ago now was, 
in my opinion, the best decision the 
Association has ever made. She has 
almost taken the ‘challenging’ out of 
committee work and all we need now 
is to provide the Committee with some 
additional new blood and new ideas.

I will strive to continue the good work 
David has done in his tenure and 
fully support the Committee in its 
philosophy and excellent work keeping 
up with a changing industry and also 
coping with an increased workload as 
seems to be the norm.

You will all be aware that Viv and I are 
leaving for a five month stay in England 
until October as part of our life-style 
change and during that time David will 
continue to guide the Association and 
I will report on OCCA at Surfex 2018 
(May) in Coventry, FATIPEC (June) in 

Amsterdam and the Centenary of OCCA 
(September) in Leeds.  

The theme of this issue is Road Safety 
Marking Paints and should also be 
read with the February 2017 Issue 
Thermoplastic Technology. We have two 
papers for you, one on general safety 
markings from Ennis-Flint and one on 
abrasion resistance by Alistair Harlow of 
the Road Markers Federation. Peter will 
no doubt source some early references in 
this industry and, as mentioned, we have 
details of the AGM held April 26th at the 
Horse and Trap.

Again, on behalf of the Committee as a 
whole, Workz4U and the Brush Strokes 
Team, we trust you will all enjoy reading 
this April Issue. Please keep the ideas and 
information coming in. Peter and David 
will assist Donna in the two magazines 
I shall miss and I will be back for the 
October issue hopefully with a number of 
new ideas. 

Compiled by Peter Walters

In 1985 Rohm & Haas introduced their first waterborne 
resin specifically formulated for traffic paint. The poor 
drying conditions prevalent when road marking paints 
are usually applied meant it enjoyed limited commercial 
success.

 By subsequently developing and patenting a resin which 
remained emulsified only when there were high levels 
of ammonia present, Rohm & Haas struck on a means 
by which a practicable waterborne road marking paint 
could be formulated. The release of ammonia from the 
applied coating ensured the paint rapidly became non-
tracking, so appeared to the end user to be dry. The 
water in the paint film then evaporated as conditions 
allowed, so hardening the film and ensuring good wear 
resistance.

In 2010 Serena Smalley, a Product Development Chemist 
at Dulux, took on the task, as a Member of the New 
Zealand Institute of Chemistry, to contribute a chapter 
in the proposed sequel to The New Zealand Institute of 
Chemistry’s publication “New Zealand is Different”.
To assist in that task she invited myself, as the former 
Technical Manager of Wattyl, Tom Slinn, as a retired 
Technical Manager of BALM Paints (renamed Dulux in 
1975), and Colin Gooch, as the Technical Director of 
Resene, to contribute portions of that chapter, drawing 
on their knowledge and experience of the history of the 
coatings industry in New Zealand.
The chapter contributed by Serena was entitled “Where 
Angels Fear to Tread: The Saga of a Remarkable and 
Challenging Technology”. This chapter highlighted the 
New Zealand Paint Industries pioneering role in the 
development and adoption of water borne coatings 
technology.
The New Zealand Institute of Chemistry sequel to “New 
Zealand is different”, “Scientific Sleuthing - Chemical 
discoveries made in New Zealand”, was finally published 
in 2017. 

The section of the chapter that I contributed outlined 
the history of the adoption of Waterborne Road Marking 
Paints in New Zealand.
Though not developed in New Zealand, the concept 
of waterborne road marking paints was welcomed 
by our Road Marking Industry where paint is still the 
most common form of marking applied to the roads 
in New Zealand. Unfortunately our environment and 
road marking practices made the formulation of such 
coatings challenging.

PAINTED 
MEMORIES
A selection of historical paint references.
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It is arguable as to whether 
Gottlieb Daimler or Carl 
Benz are the inventors of the 
Automobile. Working separately 
with no knowledge of one 
another in towns separated by a 
distance of 120km, a whole day 
journey by horse drawn carriage 
at the time, they were each 
awarded patents in Germany for 
a motor driven vehicle in 1886.

Gottlieb Daimler applied for a patent for his “Riding Car” 
on 29 August 1885 and was awarded German Patent 
36423 on 11 August 1886. Carl Benz was awarded 
German Patent 37435 for his three wheeled “Motor Car” 
on 29 January 1886.

As their separate Companies ultimately merged in 1926 
to create Daimler-Benz AG, it is of only academic interest 
as to who was first. History has jointly and separately 
credited both with the invention of the automobile in 
1886, independently of one another.

Their Inventions were obviously very popular, for within 
eight years of the patents being granted the following 
photographs of their respective workforces show two 
thriving companies.

Much information can be found out about their inventions 
in all respects except for the paint system used to finish 
these new-fangled items of machinery.

A cursory look at the vehicle they produced gives a clue 
as to what finishing system should be considered as 
a likely candidate for these patented machines. These 

Left - Benz Patent Motor Car 1885. Right – Daimler Motor Carriage - 1886

Painted Memories
A selection of Historical Paint References compiled by Peter Walters
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